April 2021

West Kent Volunteer Centre

Welcome to the April edition of the West Kent Volunteer Centre
newsletter. The newsletter is packed with lots of very different
opportunities.
As lockdown eases organisations will be able to deliver more
activities for the people they support and the number of volunteers
needed will increase.
Thank you for your interest in volunteering and we hope that you
can find something suitable inside. If you’re looking for a specific
type of opportunity that isn't featured here then get in touch with
our team by email volunteering@imago.community or call 01892
530330.
Best wishes

The Volunteering Team

Volunteer Fundraising Team Member
As we now begin to move towards a loosening of restrictions, our fundraising activity with
the RNLI can now finally begin to ramp up again. As such, our local fundraising branches
are beginning to organise local COVID-safe collections, events and fundraising activity, all
with the aim of generating much needed income to help our volunteer crews to continue
to provide their lifesaving service along the UK coastline.
In order to help our fundraising branches/groups, we are looking to increase the numbers
of volunteers available to them to assist with all activity. We can provide a great deal of
flexibility to any potential volunteers, who can be as involved with the branch and it’s
fundraising as they wish, whether it be helping for an hour or so with local collections in
an ad-hoc capacity, or getting more involved with the nitty gritty of events co-ordination.
The RNLI have vacancies for branch fundraising volunteers in Sevenoaks and Edenbridge.

Find out more and apply here - https://rnli.org/support-us/volunteer/volunteeringopportunities

The Layberry Foundation

Volunteer with us and become a mentor.
Do you feel that you can be there for a young person?
The Layberry Foundation is a registered charity and aims to help meet the needs of young
people who have left care or who are in any way vulnerable as they struggle to become
independent.
Our mentoring project is about supporting young people to identify and to achieve their goals
and aspirations.
Mentoring can be an incredibly rewarding experience, as well as making a big difference to the
life chances of a young person.
Our volunteer mentors are enhanced DBS checked and receive ongoing specialist training.
You will be given one-to-one support and become a valued member of our friendly team.
If you are interested in volunteering with The Layberry Foundation, then please do get in touch
with us to find out more. We look forward to hearing from you.
Phone: Keith, Project Co-ordinator on 07787 344802
Email: team@thelayberryfoundation.org

For further information please access www.thelayberryfoundation.org
Charity Registration Number: 1166536

The Prince’s Trust Kent and Medway needs you to help young people towards a brighter
future.
Join an information session to find out about supporting young people and becoming a
volunteer for the Princes Trust. All our current opportunities are held virtually.
For more information and to get involved?
Contact: Kentvolunteers@princes-trust.org.uk

Lend us your voice!

Do you enjoy singing? We’re looking for
Singing
Befrienders to support people who need help to
join our weekly sessions. You don’t have to be a
budding Pavarotti or Adèle, just a community-spirited
person who would like to sing in a supportive group.

Discover the benefits of singing for body and soul

We meet on Friday lunchtimes at the Vine Baptist Church in Sevenoaks
but are currently meeting as D’Vine Online: Fridays 12.00-1.00 pm. So
why not join us on Zoom to see what we get up to and meet the group?
Volunteers with the D’Vine Singers will have the benefit of training and
supervision from the CTSD (Churches Together in Sevenoaks District)
Befrienders scheme. To find out more or for an informal chat (without
obligation), phone Jacky on 07708 237415 or email
jacky.hintze@outlook.com. .
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94 Commercial Road
Paddock Wood
Kent TN12 6DP
01892 838619

info@pwadvice.org
www.pwadvice.org

Volunteer Bookkeeper Opportunity
Paddock Wood Community Advice Centre is currently seeking a Volunteer Bookkeeper who can commit to at least 1 day per month (9.30am-1.30pm) for a minimum of twelve months. Experience and/
or qualifications would be preferable in this important role. The system we use is VT Transaction+
Bookkeeping.
About us
We are a registered company with charity status and all our advisers and caseworkers are volunteers.
We are a member of Advice UK, the UK’s largest support network for free, independent advice
centres and we are also registered with the Child Poverty Action Group, the Money Advice Service,
Shelter and Rightsnet for further resources, guidance and support.
What service do we provide?
We offer a full, free, confidential and impartial advice service for Paddock Wood and the surrounding
areas. All our advisers provide generalist advice in a wide range of areas, including benefits,
consumer matters, employment, family, housing, money advice and relationship breakdown. We
also have specialist debt and welfare rights advisers who can help clients manage their finances when
things become overwhelming and represent clients at benefit tribunals to challenge Department of
Work and Pensions' decisions.
Skills required:
 Maths and accounting skills
 organisational skills
 IT skills and the ability to use spreadsheets
 accuracy and attention to detail
Duties:
 dealing with sales invoices, income, receipts and payments
 preparing statements showing income and payments
 checking that accounts are accurate
 preparing wages and managing claims for expenses
 making regular submissions to HMRC
 helping to prepare annual accounts
 using computerised accounting systems
 giving administrative support to accountants
 handling commercially sensitive and valuable information
To apply:
For more information and/or to apply for the role, please call 01892 838619 or email your CV to
info@pwadvice.org together with your availability.

Company Limited by Guarantee: 8006468 Charity Registration No: 1147816
Registered Office: 94 Commercial Road, Paddock Wood, Kent TN12 6DP
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ADMIN VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR DOMESTIC ABUSE CHARITY
Do you have office skills and would like to make a difference?

We need one or two people to help the Operations Manager and other Admin staff
in providing a comprehensive and confidential administrative service for DAVSS. We are
based in Tunbridge Wells so a local person is ideal.

This is a part time role but we ask that you work at least one day a week, or two half days
minimum.

Interested and would like to know more?

Visit our website https://www.davss.org.uk/volunteering-vacancies/ for a job role and
application form, or email office@davss.org.uk

We look forward to hearing from you.

Providing emotional support, practical advice and advocacy to anyone experiencing domestic abuse in West Kent.
Address: DAVSS Office, PO Box 520, Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TN2 9TB. Phone: 01892 502074
Domestic Abuse Volunteer Support Services (DAVSS) is a Company Limited by Guarantee No. 7660698. Registered Charity No. 1143001

C. J. Gallard’s Almshouses Charitable Trust was established over 100 years ago and
provides affordable homes for local people over 55, with limited means, helping them
to live independently.
Nine Trustees make up the Trustee Board and they are supported by a Clerk to the
Trustees who looks after the administration of the Charity, and the Manager and Deputy
Manager.
We are looking for a new Trustee to join our Board following the retirement of one of
our Trustees. The work of the Charity covers many spheres and avenues, and we need
individuals who, together, have experience and backgrounds in one or more of the
following areas:





Legal
Finance
Welfare Systems
Charity Work

Good people skills and the ability to communicate are essential qualities of a Trustee.
The new Co-optative Trustee should be a person who has resided or carried out
business in or near Southborough.

C J Gallard’s Almshouses Charitable Trust Registered Charity Number: 209787
27 Gallard’s Close London Road Southborough Tunbridge Wells Kent TN4 0NB
01892 528437 web-site: www.gallards.co.uk

Volunteer at Chiddingstone Castle
We are looking for volunteers to help us with digital analytics, on-line content creation
and SEO, as well as video filming and editing to work with our friendly Castle marketing
and education teams. If you have experience in any of these areas, and you wish to
build your work experience or just share your expertise with a worthy cause, we would
love to hear from you. Chiddingstone Castle is a charitable trust providing access and
education for all to the historic house and intriguing collections of Denys Eyre Bower.
Please email us at hello@chiddingstonecastle.org.uk and we shall
arrange an initial chat.
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Putting you in the driving seat
Transport is a means to independence, but when you are unable, too poorly or wary of using public
transport then isolation and loneliness can become the normal.
Dial 2 Drive has a fantastic team of volunteer drivers who use their own cars to offer a lifeline to
local older or less mobile people, helping them get to their appointments and with trips out and
about.
If you are looking for a volunteering role that is flexible enough to fit around your other activities,
where you can volunteer for one drive a month or more, with expenses reimbursed, then look no
further!
Dial 2 Drive supports people living in the Kent districts of Tunbridge Wells, Tonbridge, Sevenoaks
and we are looking to recruit drivers to meet the demand from residents in Swanley, Dartford and
Gravesham. Our drivers are busier than ever as we are helping transport surgery patients to Covid
vaccination appointments.
To find out more, visit our website for details and an application form. One of our Coordinators will
be in touch to have an informal chat and answer any questions. If you both feel the role is right for
you then we would take up references and carry out a DBS check before offering you a shadow
drive. It is a great role and one that makes such a difference to those who need it.
“Meeting new people, seeing new parts of my local area and helping those who need it the most—
that’s why I volunteer for Dial 2 Drive.”

https://imago.community/Community-Services/Dial2Drive/Volunteer
Email driving@imago.community

Volunteers required for our new Imago charity shop
16 Monson Road, Tunbridge Wells
An exciting opportunity to be involved in the opening and running of our charity shop
which is moving into new premises. Possible April start—dependent on lockdown/Covid19 rules.
Are you:

Friendly with a helpful manner

Honest and reliable

Happy working in a team

Interested or experienced in working in retail/fashion/with the general public
Varied roles from front of house to behind the scenes, pricing, sorting, EBay and displays.

For more information contact Sally on 07719 249643 or sally.simms@imago.community.
You will be contacted for an informal chat about the role and if both feel that the role is
right for you then we will take up your references. There may be opportunities for DofE
candidates, please enquire.

@Volunteering_WK

volunteering@imago.community
01892 530330

VolunteeringWK

www.imago.community

